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SUBJECT: Conversation w i t h  D r .  Alan T. Vatexman, Deputy Director 
and Chief Sc ien t i s t ,  Off ice  of Naval. Research 

i:Ye ta lked pr inc ipa l ly  about the  National Science Foundation, 
including i t s  re la t ionship  t o  t he  Office of Naval Research, and 
about t h e  concept of an OSRD and i t s  re la t ionship  t o  the  RDB. 

A s  t o  t h e  National Science Fondat ion,  he f e e l s  t h a t  it should, 
by policy, not engage i n  any m i l i t a r y  work, bu t  inevi tably,  
eventually anyway, there  a re  bound t o  be ce r t a in  areas  of  over- 
lap o r  of dual  in te res t ;  but  he does not  see t h a t  this need be a 
problewand hopes it w i l l  no t  be. 
NSF, e s s e n t i a l l y  along l i n e s  similar t o  other  conversations. 

Ne talked f u r t h e r  about the 

With reference t o  Om's re la t ionship  t o  the  Nat iona l .  
Science Foundation, i n  rep ly  t o  my question he t o l d  me t h a t  it 
w a s  f e l t  t h a t  t he  OYR budget should not  be reduced. There would 
be a f e w  p ro jec t s  which ONR might t u r  JV. r t o  the NSF but  these 

t o  take on o ther  pro jec ts  i n  t h e i r  stead. 
many p ro jec t s  which ONR regards a s  very worthwhile but  which it 
does n o t  have funds t o  finance and these it would suggest the  NSF 
underwrite. His remarks were remarkably similar t o  those expres- 
sed by Ken P i t z e r ,  e& t h e  AEC,Director o f  Research, when I asked 
him e s s e n t i a l l y  the  same question. 

- 
would probably be l e s s  than 10% of it 3 , t o  R8 a 1  and it would want 

There a re  however 

With respec t  t o  the OSRD concept he presented t o  m e  what 
he described as a rad ica l  idea and one which he sa id  he had not  
previously mentioned, 
Research and Development Board an operating agency with complete 
top  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  the conduct of all research and development 
work i n  the  Army, Navy and A i r  Force. Further, he wauld add 
outstanding c i v i l i a n  s c i e n t i s t s  ( o f  the Bush, Compton, etc.., type) 
t o  the RDB, making it completely c i v i l i a n ,  with the  o f f i c e r  
members subordinate t o  the c i v i l i a n s  r a the r  than vot ing members 
a s  now. He sa id  the  select ion o f  o f f i c e r s  of course wou l  

t h e  !IrSEG, fo r  example. I asked him whether, assuming h i s  plan t o  
be impractical ,  he thought wel l  of the  idea  of c rea t ing  a Sc ien t i f i c  
Adviser t o  the  President o r  a Sc ien t i f i c  Adviser report ing t o  the  
Chairman o f  t he  NSRB and he expressed himself as being generally 

I n  essence it provides f o r  making the 

important and he had inmind  people l i k e  Lt. Generalb q-&gyYLL 

favorable. f l  
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